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From the Headmaster 
 
Middle School Play 
First published in 1954 and not particularly successful in bookstores, 
William Golding’s mid-twentieth century allegorical novel, Lord of the Flies 
(for which Golding was later knighted), was voted by TIME magazine as 
one of the best 100 English novels of that century. It is an incredibly 
powerful novel about the inability of a group of English schoolboys to set 
up a benign system of ‘government’ when they are stranded on a desert 
island and their subsequent descent into violence and savagery, in 
contrast to the Romantic idea of humans aspiring to become more 
civilised when left to their own devices. 
   
The book is cleverly written and represents a fictional account of the 
struggle that characterised what was called the Cold War, between so-
called liberal democracy and totalitarian communism. There is a hint, also, 
of the futuristic nature of the plot in the sense that it mirrors the possibility 
of what might happen following an atomic catastrophe (which, in the 
1950s, was quite a possibility). 
   
In many respects, the distinction between civilisation and savagery 
(community and individualism, if you like), represented by Ralph’s desire 
to establish rules and systems that support a moral and ethical code and 
that protect the weak, and Jack’s desire for dominance and subservience, 
is a direct window into life in a school and what can go wrong when boys 
give in to base instincts. 
   
The Year 9 and 10 MGS students presented a splendidly tight and tense 
stage adaptation of Golding’s book in St Martin’s Theatre last week and it 
was a triumph. There had been ‘modifications’ to the script to make the 
references local but the essence of the original plot remained untouched. 
   
Under, first, Mrs Robyne Grundy’s direction and then, when she went on 
leave, under Mr Mark Brady, a troupe of seventeen Middle School 
students, assisted by staff and other students off-stage, held their 
audiences spellbound for the hour-and-a-quarter it took for the play to 
unfold. 
   
The storyline is well-known. Suffice it to say that we are left to ponder 
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whether good or virtue triumphs but we are [presented with plenty of clashes: between civilisation and raw power, 
‘groupthink’ and individuality, rationality and emotion, caution and daring, and ultimately morality and immorality. 
   
The tribe supported the major players with energy and, at times, frightening devotion but I think it is not unfair to suggest 
that the three main characters – the somewhat virtuous and timed Ralph, played by Adam Freeman (10Mr), the 
opportunistic and amoral Jack, played by Nick Elliott (10Rn), the luckless Simon, who becomes the victim of a ‘mob’, 
played by Seb Broome (9Ce) and the sensible ‘Piggy’, played by Vincent Chiang (10Rn) – carry the action for most of 
the production. 
   
The set is simple but more than adequate and the cast maintains the dramatic tension and sense of what you might call 
propulsion admirably. Occasionally, school productions falter but there was a great deal to cram into the time and the 
pace was a cracker. 
   
If you missed the play then you denied yourself a singular experience. On behalf of everyone I offer my congratulations 
to Mr Brady, the cast and the crew for an entertaining and thought-provoking evening. 
   
It is a cliché, I know, but Lord of the Flies is one of the ‘classics’ and needs to be read by everyone, young and old alike! 
 
Student News 
 
I have pleasure in announcing that Morgan Cottee (11Be) and Sam Gibbons (11By) will be co-captains of Tennis for 
the coming season. 
   
I am also delighted to announce the leadership group for Rowing for the coming season: Captain of Boats will be Will 
Hanneman (11Wy), with co-Vice-Captains Sam Hookway (11Sl) and Matt Ridgeway (11Ce). 
   
We all wish these students well as they assume their leadership positions and help to shape their chosen sport through 
the next season. 
   
In a further chapter to the unfolding story of Sam Baines (12Ce) and his extraordinary achievements in Athletics, you 
will be extremely pleased to know that Sam set a new Australian Under 18 record for the 110m Hurdles (91·4cm) last 
weekend at the Australian All-Schools’ Championships. His time of 13·33s is only 0·15s outside the world youth record! 
 
Paul Sheahan  

YEAR 7 2009 TRANSITION DAY 1 
Last Friday we welcomed the boys who will be joining us at Wadhurst in Year 7 next year. Our Transition Co-ordinator, 
Ms Claire Montpetit, organised opportunities for these boys to learn more about Wadhurst, meet some teachers, mix 
with current Year 7 boys (who will be their Mentors next year), tour the school and start to make new friends. The 
Captain of Wadhurst, Chris Lam, spoke brilliantly to the new boys about his own experiences when beginning at 
Wadhurst and passed on some carefully considered advice and suggestions. 
 
My thanks to the following boys who assisted on the day and who will be working with the new boys as their Mentors in 
2009: Sam Hallebone, Oscar Johnstone, Darcy Lechte, Tom Scott, Oscar Stevenson, Andrew Burke, Sam Bongiorno, 
Fraser Brown, Archie Chew, Jack Everingham, Daniel Gao, Sean Morrell, Andrew Coote, Tom Eastick, Thomas 
Hannemann, David Marshall, Will Cody, Will Dix, Andrew Hurley, Kavindu Kumaragama, Harrison Roubin, Joseph Sitch, 
Sebastian Szabo, Lloyd Miller, Tim Holland, Harry Christie, George Hurley, James Leigh, Ed Stopp, Adam Barrington, 
Andrew Leigh,  Chris Graves, Will McFarlane, Kon Panegyres, Alec Margolin and Adam Burrowes. 
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EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY 
Students entering Year 9 in 2009 are invited to apply for an exchange to Woodbridge School in the UK.  Over recent 
years several of our boys have exchanged for a period of several weeks with a Year 9 boy from Woodbridge.  For 
2009, The Woodbridge Year 9 student/s spends approximately six weeks (from early February to mid-March) at MGS.  
The selected MGS Year 9 student/s travels to Woodbridge School in mid April and spends approximately six weeks at 
Woodbridge, returning to Australia at the end of May. 
 
Woodbridge is a co-educational school in Suffolk, 75 miles from London.  The Senior School (Years 7-12) comprises 
approximately 600 students, making it approximately half the size of the equivalent sections of Melbourne Grammar 
School (Wadhurst and Senior School).  More information about Woodbridge can be found on the school’s website 
www.woodbridge.suffolk.sch.uk. 
 
An information sheet and expression of interest form is available from the Wadhurst Office and students or parents 
can seek further information from Mr. Frank Thompson, Director of Career Development at Melbourne Grammar 
School.  Mr. Thompson can be contacted on 9865 7546 or at fcthompson@mgs.vic.edu.au. 
 
Expressions of interest must be returned by Friday November 21. 

 
Mr Frank Thompson, Director of Career Development 

 
WADHURST MUSIC CONCERT 
I wish Wadhurst musicians well for their performance in the Wadhurst Music Concert this evening. The concert will be 
in the Wadhurst Hall commencing at 7.30pm. All parents, family and friends are most welcome. I do thanks Mr Cairns, 
Mr Walsh and Ms Pfitzner for their wonderful work in teaching and guiding our performers throughout the year. 
 
WADHURST ART AND MUSIC DISPLAY 
Next Thursday 20 November Wadhurst will be presenting the annual Art and Music Display. This will be held in our 
indoor Sport Centre at Wadhurst commencing at 5.30pm and concluding at 7.00pm. Come and see the wonderful art 
work produced by Wadhurst students and listen to performances by our talented and enthusiastic choir. 
 
SEMESTER 2 EXAMINATIONS 
Year 7 
Friday 14 November   Mathematics Examination (held in the regular Mathematics class) 
Wednesday 19 November   Mental Mathematics Test (held in the regular Mathematics class) 
 
Year 7 students should be well into their revision of Mathematics. They should be practising questions and reviewing 
their work. Throughout the year all Mathematics teachers have conducted extra assistance sessions. Homework Club 
continues each Tuesday and Thursday after school. Students who are unsure of various aspects of Mathematics 
should speak to their teacher. 
 
Year 8 
Friday 21 November    Examinations in English, Geography, Mathematics 
Monday 24 November    Examinations in Latin, French, History 
Tuesday 25 November    Examinations in Chinese and Science (Please note on this day the Year 8 boys  
     will be dismissed at lunchtime. Normal classes for Year 7 boys will continue in 
     the afternoon.) 
 
I would expect that Year 8 students are currently revising work in all subject areas. Now is the time for them to be 
checking with their teachers about aspects of the subjects in which they require extra assistance. 
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Greg Caldwell 
Head of Wadhurst 

SEMESTER 2 REPORTS 
Semester 2 Reports will be completed after the boys have been dismissed at the end of the year. At this stage we 
anticipate the Reports going ‘on line’ on Tuesday 9 December. If you wish to discuss any aspect of your son’s 
school work please arrange to see your son’s teacher during November or the first week of December. 
 
FRIENDS OF GRAMMAR ‘WADHURST’ THANK YOU 
On Monday morning I attended a Friends of Grammar ‘Wadhurst’ meeting in The Lodge. At this meeting and the 
following morning tea, I was able to say ‘thank you’ on behalf of the students and staff of  Wadhurst to the Friends of 
Grammar Committee and to the Class Reps for their wonderful support of our community throughout 2008. To all 
parents who have been involved either serving on the committee or who have acted as Class Reps please be aware 
that we are most appreciative of your outstanding support this year. 
 
STUDENT NEWS 
I am delighted to report that Hugh Muir continues to progress in an encouraging manner. He is gradually regaining 
his fitness and has been most appreciative of visits by some friends and is enjoying catching up on news from 
Wadhurst. 
 
SAINT JOHNS TOORAK FAIR 
The Christmas Fair for Saint Johns, Toorak will be held on Saturday 29 November 9.30 to 2.00pm in the St Johns 
grounds on the corner of Clendon and Toorak Roads. There will be a BBQ, gifts, decorations, wine, toys, treasure, 
raffle, cakes, jams, Tea room, Scottish dancing, jumping castle, home wares, crafts, flowers and much more! 
 
END OF TERM 4 
Please note that the final day of this term is Thursday 4 December when students will be dismissed at 12.30pm. Of 
course boys who will be receiving awards will be expected to attend the Wadhurst Prize Giving Ceremony that 
evening in The Old Melburnians War Memorial Hall. Any member of the Wadhurst community can attend this 
ceremony. 
 
COMMENCING SCHOOL IN 2009 
Please note that Year 7 boys will commence on Tuesday 27 January at 8.30am while Year 8 classes commence the 
following day, Wednesday 28 January 2009 at 8.30am. 

CAMPION BOOKLISTS AND SECONDHAND BOOK PURCHASE FORMS  will be distributed on the 
following dates: 
 
Monday 17 November  Current Year 7 students will receive their secondhand book purchase form along with their 
    Campion Book list  
 
Monday 24 November Current Year 8 students will receive their Campion Booklist.  Elective choices for Year 9  
    (2009) will normally become available on Friday 28 November 
 
Please check with your son that these important documents have made it home. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LEADERSHIP 

On Monday morning, Year 10 students Adam Freeman and Nick Fabbri spoke to Grimwade students at their 
weekly assembly. Adam and Nick spoke about their involvement with the Fred Hollows Foundation and the 
experiences and insights they gained travelling to Vietnam as ambassadors for the Foundation. A short audio 
visual presentation allowed students to see photos of patients and operations at eye hospitals in Vietnam. 
 
Adam and Nick explained the work of the Fred Hollows Foundation and the need for support to restore sight 
to the blind. As a fundraising initiative they have organised a ‘Sunnies for Sight Day’ at Grimwade. This will be 
held on Tuesday 18 November. All students will be asked to wear their sunglasses and donate a gold coin for 
sight. 
 
In addition, Adam and Nick appealed for old reading glasses and old sunglasses that are no longer used. The 
Fred Hollows Foundation uses the frames for those who cannot afford to buy much needed glasses. Friends 
of Grammar representatives at Grimwade have kindly offered to help with the collection of old frames. 
 
Both Adam and Nick were students at Grimwade only 4 years ago.  There were many teachers who had 
taught the boys while they were at Grimwade and they were pleasantly surprised to see two very tall and 
committed young men addressing the primary students. Adam and Nick had not been back to Grimwade 
since 2004 and they were blown away by the Alfred Felton Hall and other recent developments. Their initiative 
is a great example of leadership in action and working for the betterment of others. 
 
The visit of senior students to the Grimwade weekly assembly was such a success that we will explore further 
opportunities for intercampus visits. 
 
Polly Flanagan 

SUMMER SCHOOL WORKSHOPS—January 2009 
 
Study Skills and Strategies for students entering Year 9 
The popular Summer School Workshops will be held at Melbourne Grammar School (Senior School) in 
January 2009 for students who will be entering Year 9.  The program, is presented by The ICS Learning 
Group. 
 
A brochure, outlining the program, dates and times will be sent home with the end of year reports.  As places 
are limited, booking is available on line at  www.skillscentre.com.au 
 
Course details: 
Dates:  Monday 19 to Wednesday 21 January 
Time:   10.00 to 12.00 noon 
 
For further information contact the ICS office on 9818 3888. 

HOMESTAY NEEDED!!!!! 
For our Chinese Tutor for 2009 

If you can help please contact Greg Hughes on 98657700 or email:  
gahughes@mgs.vic.edu.au 
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AUSTRALIAN RECORD, 7 MEDALS and 3 SCHOOL RECORDS 
Sam Baines has taken an incredible .15 off the Australian U18 110meter Hurdle Record at the Victorian All Schools 
Championships. This is the equivalent of 1.2 metres ahead of the old record. In an event that is measured in milliseconds this 
is an incredible achievement. Sam also went on to collect gold in the U18 100m. Melbourne Grammar students performed 
superbly over the 3 day championship event collecting 4 gold medals, 2 silvers and 1 bronze medal. Callum Drake in winning 
the U16 3000m set a new school record with a time of 9mins and 9 seconds, whilst Tom Temay in collecting the Silver Medal 
in the U15 3000m broke the school record with a time of 9mins and 17 seconds. James Vine continues to improve and 
recorded a PB of 14.11 in the U17 110m Hurdles to win Gold. Also in the medals was Justin De Steiger with Silver in the U16 
High Jump with 1.85m and Patrick Crosswell in the U16 Hammer Throw with another Throw over 40 metres. A number of 
students are now progressing to the Pacific School Games in Canberra in December where they will compete not only 
against the best in Australia but also many Pacific Countries.  Congratulations to the following boys on their achievements at 
the Championships: 
 
Sam Baines   1st U18 110m Hurdles (Australian Record) and 1st U18 100m 
Callum Drake   1st U16 3000m (School Record) and 4th U16 2000m Steeple Chase (PB) 
Tom Temay    2nd in the U15 3000m (School Record) and 6th in the U15 1500m 
Tim Law    8th in the U16 Long Jump 
Tim Law    10th in the U16 Triple Jump 
Patrick Crosswell   3rd in the U16 Hammer Throw and 9th in the U16 Shot Put 
James Vine    1st U17 110m Hurdles, 5th U17 100m,  5th U17 200m 
Will Marshall   15th U 17 100m 
Oscar Dixon   PB’s in the U17 800m and 1500m 
Ned Donohoe   9th in the U17 1500m 
Ari Armstong   PB in the U17 3000m 
Justin De Steiger   =  2nd in the U16 High Jump 
Chris Cato    3rd in the U18 400m Hurdles and 6th in the U18 400m 
Will Johnson   6th in the U18 800m 
Chris Pennington   8th in the U18 1500m 
Haddon Dixon   = 4th in the U14 High Jump 
George Leighton   PB in the U16 100m and 200m 
Taylor Righi    PB in the U16 200m 
 
Mr Nathanael Coull 

Athletics: Victorian All Schools Championships 7—9 November 
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FRIENDS OF GRAMMAR SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Special General Meeting will be held at The Lodge 355 St Kilda Road 
Melbourne on Friday 21 November 2008 at 12 noon. 
 
The business of the meeting will be:- 
 
1. To confirm as correct the minutes of the previous Special General Meeting  
 held on Friday 23 November 2007. 
 
2. To receive the annual reports of Grimwade House, Wadhurst and Senior School Committees. 
 
3.       To elect Committee members for all three branches of Friends of Grammar for 2009. 
 

All parents and particularly class reps are warmly invited to attend this function 
A light lunch will be served at the conclusion of the meeting 

 
 
Nomination forms are available from Reception at The Lodge, 355 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004. Nominations 
are required to be submitted to The Lodge by 12 noon on Friday 14 November 2008 and need to be signed by 
members of the Friends of Grammar who are parents or guardians of students of Grimwade House, 
Wadhurst or Senior School in 2009 and signed by the nominee. 
 
* A member can only propose and or second only one nominee in any one calendar year.      
 
For more information you are encouraged to contact: 
 
Grimwade House  Su-Lin Loh    Tel:   9824 0170 
    Di O’Sullivan   Tel:  0412 846 840 
 
Wadhurst   Penny Fowler   Tel:        0408 505 842 
    Susie Immurs   Tel:  0418 378 791 
 
Senior School  Wani Wall    Tel:        9592 7942 
    Annie Cleaver    Tel:  0408 510 961 
 
 
Wani Wall 
President 
Friends of Grammar  
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 Order Form  –  closes Friday 28/11/2008 
Lyn has supplied Christmas Puddings to MGS for ten years 

& is a boarder parent with a son in Perry House 
The puddings are rich and moist, made from Australian dried fruit soaked in sherry, dates, fresh eggs, butter  

or margarine brown sugar, breadcrumbs etc.     They contain no nuts 
 
  Size       1.5kg  (serves 12 +) $ 45.00    
  Size       1.0kg  (serves 8-10) $ 35.00 
  Size       500g  (serves 4-6)  $ 25.00 
 
Collection times:      �    Grimwade House Reception Tuesday 2 December 1.30 pm - 3.30pm 
                                         �    MGS Senior School Student Centre Tuesday 2 December 8.30 am - 10.30am 
 
 Tear off slip:__________________________________________________________________________________   
I would like to order: Number: ________ Size:     _______   @    $ _________ 
 
    Number: ________ Size:     _______   @    $ _________ 
 
    Total of order                                                 $ __________    
 
Collection times:         �   Grimwade House Reception Tuesday 2 December 1.30 pm - 3.30pm 
                                   �    MGS Senior School Student Centre Tuesday 2 December 8.30 am - 10.30am 
      
I will be paying by:         Credit card     �              Cheque    �  (no cash sales please) 
 
All cheques to be made out to: Friends of Grammar – Senior School, Wadhurst or Grimwade 
  
Please charge my:   Visa    � Mastercard �             Expiry Date: _____ / ______ 
 
Number:            
 
Credit card name: _________________________________________________________  
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ Tel ___________________ 
 
Signature: _____________________________________ 
 
POST TO:      FOG Xmas Puddings    FAX TO:   9865 7577 
   MGS  355 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004 
 

NB:  Please remember to tick collection time on both sections of form  

FRIENDS OF GRAMMAR 
‘Traditional Christmas Puddings” 

 
Made by Lyn Reid—Deniliquin 

Fantastic quality & value 
Lyn supplies Melbourne’s boutique shops 
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MARN GROOK CLUB 
ABN: 57 737 267 184 

 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 
The Marn Grook Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 24th November 2008 
at 6 pm in the John Higgins Theatrette in the Centre for Learning and Leadership, Melbourne 
Grammar School (entrance off Domain Road). 
 
All parents and members of the Melbourne Grammar Football community are invited to attend 
the Marn Grook Club Annual General Meeting. 
 
The Agenda for the meeting will be as follows: 
 
 1. Confirmation of minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Club held on Wednesday 
  28th November 2007. 
 
 2. To receive the Annual Reports from the President, Treasurer and Melbourne  
  Grammar Football Department. 
 
 3. To elect the Club’s Office Bearers and Committee members for 2009. 
 
 4. Other business 
 
For more information, please contact 
 
  President     Peter McCoy:  0409 312 337 
  Secretary     Debbie Gooley:  0411 334 701 
       Email: banddgooley@bigpond.com.au 


